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A MESSAGE FROM 
ICC LEADERSHIP

Dear Friends,

As we gather to celebrate 
the 55th anniversary of 
the Ironbound Community 
Corporation (ICC), we are 
filled with immense pride and 
gratitude for the incredible 
journey we have shared. 
This milestone is more than a 
marker of time; it is a testament 
to our enduring commitment, 
resilience, and the profound 
impact we have made in 
the Ironbound community 
and Newark.

Reflecting on our history, we see 
how our roots were planted in a 
vision of a more equitable and 
vibrant community. Over the 
decades, ICC has grown from 
a small group of passionate 
advocates into a cornerstone 
institution that touches every 
aspect of life in Ironbound. 
Our journey has been marked 
by significant achievements 
that have transformed lives 
and strengthened our 
community’s fabric.

From the beginning, advocating 
for affordable housing and 
anti-displacement has been 
a cornerstone of our mission. 
Through relentless efforts and 
community engagement, we 
have worked tirelessly to ensure 
that residents have access to 
stable homes, allowing everyone 
the opportunity to thrive and 
contribute to our community. 
Education is also at the heart of 
community empowerment. Our 
initiatives have opened doors 
for infants and toddlers, youth, 
and adults, creating pathways 
to success. From early childhood 
programs to adult education 
and workforce development, we 
have fostered a learning culture, 
equipping individuals with the 
skills and confidence to pursue 
their dreams.

The health and well-being of 
our community depend on a 
sustainable environment. We 
have been at the forefront of 
championing environmental 
justice, advocating for 
cleaner air, greener spaces, 
and sustainable practices. 
Our efforts culminated in 
the successful passage of 
the Environmental Justice 
Bill, which has strengthened 
protections for vulnerable 
communities, ensured greater 
accountability for polluters, 
and secured funding for green 
initiatives in our neighborhoods. 
This legislation represents 
a significant step forward in 
our commitment to creating 
a healthier, more sustainable 
environment for all residents.

Our efforts have not only 
improved the quality of life 
but also set a standard for 
community-led environmental 
action, ensuring that all 
residents can enjoy a healthy 
environment. A thriving 
community requires economic 
vitality and this is achieved 
through strategic partnerships 
with local businesses and 
organizations. We have fueled 
job creation and economic 
growth, providing pathways 
to prosperity for our residents. 
These partnerships have 
strengthened our community 
and created a resilient 
local economy. 

Our accomplishments over the 
years have been driven by the 
unwavering dedication of our 
staff, volunteers, and supporters. 
Your hard work, passion, and 
belief in our mission have been 
the backbone of our success. 
Each program, each initiative, 
and each success story is a 
reflection of your commitment 
to making a difference.

As we celebrate this momentous 
milestone, we must also 
look forward with renewed 
determination and a clear vision 
for the future. We envision a 
community where equity and 
inclusion are at the forefront, 
ensuring that all members 
have access to opportunities 
and resources. Our devotion 
to environmental justice will 
deepen, guaranteeing that every 
resident enjoys clean air, safe 
public spaces, and sustainable 
resources that enhance their 
quality of life. We will continue to 
strengthen our early childhood 
programs, providing essential 
support to families so that every 
child has the best possible start 
in life. Empowering our youth 
through leadership development 
and civic engagement will 
be a priority, equipping them 
with the tools and confidence 
they need to advocate 
for themselves and their 
community. Civic engagement 
will remain a cornerstone of 
our efforts, encouraging active 
participation in decision-making 
processes that shape our lives 
and future. Finally, we will pursue 
additional innovative economic 
opportunities that prioritize 
small businesses and provide 
job training aligned with the 
evolving needs of 
our community.

We want to take a moment to 
congratulate our honorees, 
whose dedication and 
contributions have made a 
tremendous impact on our 
mission and the lives of those 
we serve. Your hard work 
and passion inspire us all, 
and we are grateful for your 
commitment to our community, 
the: Victoria Foundation, 
Schumann Fund for New Jersey,  
Maher Charitable Foundation 
and the representatives of  
our 29th Legislative District:  
Senator M. Teresa Ruiz, 
Assemblywoman Eliana Pintor 
Marin, and Assemblywoman  
Shanique Speight.

We encourage each of you to 
continue supporting our efforts 
in any way you can. Whether 
through volunteering your 
time, sharing our mission with 
others, or making a financial 
contribution, your support is 
vital to our ongoing success. 
Together, we can build on our 
past achievements and create 
an even brighter future for  
the Ironbound community  
and Newark.

We extend our deepest 
appreciation to each of you—
our dedicated staff, passionate 
volunteers, generous donors, 
and steadfast community 
partners. Your support has  
been invaluable, and together, 
we will continue to uplift the 
Ironbound community and make 
a lasting difference.

Let us celebrate our past 
achievements and embrace 
the future with hope and 
determination. Here’s to 55  
years of progress and to many 
more years of making  
a meaningful impact!

With heartfelt gratitude,

Dave Robinson
Board President

Hazel Appelwhite
Chief Executive Officer







7:00PM

Welcome
ICC Board President,

Dave Robinson

Invocation
Reverend Moacir Weirich

Introduction of MC
East Ward Councilman, 

Michael Silva

Opening Remarks
Municipal Council President

C. Lawrence Crump

Remarks
ICC CEO

Hazel Appelwhite

Dinner is Served

Sr. Carol Johnston 
Community 

Service Award
Former ICC Executive Director,

Joe Della Fave

Senator
M. Teresa Ruiz

Assemblywoman

Eliana Pintor-Marin

Assemblywoman

Shanique Speight

Funder Awards
Newark Stays

Victoria Foundation
Presented by Khabirah Meyers,  

Accepted by Stephanie Greenwood

Schumann Fund 
for New Jersey

Presented by Melanie Reyes,  
Accepted by Lucy Vandenberg

Maher 
Charitable Foundation

Presented by Jane Mello, 
Accepted by Margarethe Laurenzi

Keynote Speaker
The Honorable Mayor 

Ras Baraka
Introduced by Shoshanna Page

Call to Action
Ana Baptista, ICC Board Secretary 

Dessert and 
Closing Remarks

Music and Dancing

Program

Master of Ceremonies

C. Lawrence Crump 
Newark Municipal Council President

6:00PM

Cocktail Hour
Upstairs Lounge

Silent auction bidding begins



COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Hazel Applewhite
Chief Executive Officer, ICC

Shoshanna Page
Committee Chairperson

Senior Policy Advisor & 
Communications Strategist  

Office of the Mayor,  
City of Newark

Staci Berger
President & CEO, 

Housing & Community 
Development Network  

of New Jersey

C. Lawrence Crump
President, Newark  
Municipal Council

Tish Johnson-Jones
Executive Director,  
GreenLight Fund,  
Greater Newark

Julie Kinner
Vice President, Operations, 

Table to Table

Hilda Mera
Co-Founder & CEO,  

S&A Auto Center

Luis Pachon
CRA Community Development 

Senior Loan Officer
Provident Bank

Alle Ries
Vice President,  

New Jersey Regional  
CRA Officer  
M&T Bank

Madeline Ruiz
Architect, SUAD  

(Studio for Urban  
Architecture & Design)

Hazel Applewhite
Chief Executive Officer

Alpesh Patel
Interim Chief Financial Officer

Maria Lopez-Nunez
Deputy Director,  

Organizing and Advocacy

Charles  
Barlow-Richardson

Director of Programs

Jane Mello
Director, Early Learning Center

LEADERSHIP
TEAM

Dave Robinson, RA, PP
SUAD – Studio for Urban 
Architecture and Design

Board President

Johanna Moroch
New Jersey Institute  

of Technology
Board Vice President

Ana Baptista, Ph.D.
The New School
Board Secretary

Yolanda Hernandez
Community Member

Board Treasurer

Khabirah Myers, Esq.
Attorney

Rafaela Remelgado
Preschool Inclusion Teacher

Hilda Mera
S&A Auto Center LLC

William Good
Greater Newark HUD  

Tenants’ Coalition

Kateryn Lendos 
Community Member

ICC Board 
of Directors



Honoring our Changemakers 
of the 29th Legislative District 
with ICC’s Sr. Carol Johnston 

Community Service Award

HONOREES

Senator
M. Teresa Ruiz

Assemblywoman

Eliana Pintor-Marin

Assemblywoman

Shanique 
Speight

In remembrance of Sr. Carol 
Johnston, the Ironbound 
Community Corporation (ICC) 
is proud and honored to have 
named its first Community 
Service Award after her.

She was a Sister of Charity 
and the Director of Special 
Projects & Waterfront Planning 
at ICC, where she worked for 
more than 10 years. As she 
championed new parks along 
the riverfront, Carol developed 
strong working relationships 
with key partners at the time, 
including the: County Executive, 
City Planner, Assemblyman, and 
Councilman. These partnerships 
laid the foundation for progress, 
ultimately leading to the County 
and City development of 
Riverfront Park. 

Carol also forged a significant 
partnership with the U.S. EPA 
and co-led the EPA’s Community 
Advisory Group for the cleanup 
of dioxin in the Passaic 
River. Helping to realize the 
development of new riverfront 
parks and the cleanup of the 
Passaic River was part of Carol’s 
overarching vision and passion.



ICC’s 55th Anniversary Celebration

Mayor Baraka continues to 
epitomize the CHANGEMAKERS 
theme as the City of Newark’s 
visionary and lead architect of its 
revitalization efforts.

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

The Honorable Mayor 

Ras Baraka

Ras J. Baraka is the 40th Mayor  
of the City of Newark.

A native of Newark, whose 
family has lived in the City for 
more than 80 years, Mayor 
Baraka’s progressive approach to 
governing has won him accolades 
from grassroots organizations to 
the White House. With a forward-
thinking agenda that reduced 
crime to its lowest levels in five 
decades, addressed affordability 
while maintaining steady growth, 
lowered unemployment, returned 
local control of schools after more 
than two decades, and replaced 
all 23,000 known lead service lines 
in less than three years at no cost 
to residents, Baraka has defied 
expectations since taking office  
in 2014.

Mayor Baraka’s futurist agenda 
has included the implementation 
of a groundbreaking partnership 
called Hire. Buy. Live. Newark,  
a program that marks the first 
time that any US city has  
sought to transform its  
economy by combining 
employment, procurement,  
and residential strategies.

As part of his commitment to 
strengthen Newark’s position in 
the expanded technology space, 
the City launched LinkNWK 
(pronounced Link Newark). This 
communications network of 
sidewalk kiosks provides Newark 
residents and visitors with free, 
gigabit Wi-Fi, mobile device 
charging, phone calls to anywhere 
in the U.S., access to municipal 
services, maps and directions, and 
real-time local information on city 
streets at no cost to taxpayers 
or users. Additionally, broadband 
and Wi-Fi have been extended to 
city parks and recreation centers, 
and the City seeks to ensure that 
every resident has access to free 
or very low-cost broadband to 
bridge the digital divide.

Mayor Baraka is recognized 
nationally as a thought leader in 
the space of urban revitalization, 
and his commitment to reducing 
crime in Newark, reimagining 
public safety, tackling the city’s 
housing crisis, and developing 
innovative and community-driven 
approaches to eliminating income 
inequality has solidified his status 
as one of the country’s most 
progressive elected officials.

While serving as the Mayor 
of Newark, he also presides 
as the President of NJ Urban 
Mayors Association; Executive 
Board Member for NJ League of 
Municipalities; Co-Chair, National 
League of Cities Reimagining 
Public Safety Task Force; U.S. 
Conference of Mayors- Vice Chair 
for Ports, Transportation and 
Communications Committee; 
and Member, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Local 
Government Advisory Committee.

Mayor Baraka was educated 
in the Newark Public Schools. 
He received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Political Science and 
History from Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. and a Master’s 
Degree in Education Supervision 
from St. Peter’s University in 
Jersey City. His father, the late 
Amiri Baraka, was a legendary 
poet and playwright. His mother, 
Amina Baraka, is herself a 
renowned poet. Doting husband 
and father, Mayor Baraka is a 
published author who recently 
released the audible memoir 
“The Book of Baraka” and is well-
regarded in the entertainment 
industry for his appearance on the 
Grammy-award winning album, 
“The Miseducation of Lauryn 
Hill” in his authentic role as an 
educator, and for his EP  
“What We Want.”
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ICC
RESOURCES

Please tap or click to be 
directed to the link

DONATE 
TO ICC!

ABOUT ICC

SERVICES

ADVOCACY

NEWS

VOLUNTEER

https://ironboundcc.salsalabs.org/iccgeneraldonations/index.html
https://ironboundcc.salsalabs.org/iccgeneraldonations/index.html
https://ironboundcc.org/overview/
https://ironboundcc.org/services/
https://ironboundcc.org/advocacy/
https://ironboundcc.org/news/
https://ironboundcc.org/contact/
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PSE&G is committed  
to fostering access  
to fair and equitable 
opportunities  
throughout  
its communities.



 Make 
 an impact 

Every day LISC 
brings together
residents, partners,
and corporate 
and philanthropic
investors to create 
communities of
opportunity.

n

Jorge Cruz, Executive Director
550 Broad Street, Suite 1115
Newark, NJ 07102
(973) 624 6676

@LISC_Newark
@LISC_Newark
@GreaterNewarkLISC
www.lisc.org
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A strong community  
makes all the difference.

Bringing the community together helps all of us move forward. At PNC, 
we proudly support the people, events and institutions that help to 
strengthen the places we call home and the world around us.

Yasmin Peña  
yasmin.pena@pnc.com 
732-220-3140 
pnc.com/communitydevelopmentbanking



Empowering New Jersey’s children, families,
and communities of color to thrive

www.schumannfund.org

Thank You for being the
change we all need to see.

Proud Sponsor of ICC’s 55th Anniversary Celebration





 

 
CONGRATULATES 

IRONBOUND COMMUNITY CORPORATION 
ON  

FIFTY-FIVE YEARS 
OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO  

THE IRONBOUND COMMUNITY! 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING 
TOGETHER FOR MANY YEARS TO COME! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
TONIGHT’S HONOREES 

 

VICTORIA FOUNDATION FOR THEIR 
“NEWARK STAYS INITIATIVE” 

 

SCHUMANN FUND 
 

MAHER CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
 

THE 29TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT OF 
SENATOR TERESA RUIZ,  

ASSEMBLYWOMAN ELIANA PINTOR MARIN 
AND  

ASSEMBLYWOMAN SHANIQUE SPEIGHT 
 

From the Board & Staff of 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

625 Broad Street  
Suite 270 

Newark, NJ  07102 
Phone:  (973) 643-8800 
www.njcitizenaction.org 

 





          NEWARK TEACHERS UNION 
           American Federation of Teachers 

                      Local 481/AFL-CIO 
                         1019 Broad Street ∙ Newark, N.J. 07102-2426 

             Voice (973) 643-8430 ∙ FAX (973) 643-8435 
                            Home Page - http://newark.nj.aft.org 

 
 

 

John M. Abeigon 
President 

Dir. Of  Organization 
 

Michael R. Iovino 
Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 

               

We Congratulate  
 
 

IRONBOUND COMMUNITY CORP. 
 

   

ON YOUR  

CHANGEMAKERS COCKTAIL 
MUCH SUCCESS ON ALL FUTURE ENDEAVORS 

 
 
 
 

“Solidarity Forever” 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Vice-Presidents 
    

Victor Afonso  
Noor Alam  

Cristina Balboa  
Ronnie D. Carney  

Timothy Carr  
Cassandra Chapman-Talmadge  

John Cunha  
Mark Donetz 

Josephine Donnellan  
Kristyn Faison 
Joicki Floyd 

Love Gaillard 
Francisco Garcia  

Carmen Lopez-Wolf 
Elaina Maffucci 

Kathleen Murphy-Butler  

Qy-Deara Nathan 
Silvia Pereira 

Jennifer Ramos  
Marisa Rodriguez 

Ryan Sandor  
Larry Sullivan 

Janae Taylor-Loyas 
Tennille Wasek 
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Layla Andrade
Business Banking Relationship Manager
LAndrade1@mtb.com
(201) 580-4661

Clara Maass Medical Center and
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center 
proudly support the 
Ironbound Community Corporation 
55th Anniversary Celebration

rwjbh.org

Clara Maass Medical Center
Community Medical Center
Cooperman Barnabas Medical Center
Jersey City Medical Center
Monmouth Medical Center and
     The Unterberg Children’s Hospital 
Monmouth Medical Center Southern Campus 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center and
    Children’s Hospital of New Jersey

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital and
     The Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Hospital 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Hamilton 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Somerset 
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
RWJBarnabas Health Behavioral Health Center 
Children’s Specialized Hospital 
Rutgers Cancer Institute

INVESTING IN YOUR SUCCESS
Committed to supporting New Jersey small businesses

and entrepreneurs, the NJEDA provides grants and
accessible financing solutions to help grow and scale

your business. Let’s make your vision a reality!

WWW.NJEDA.GOV(844) 965-1125

CONNECT WITH US NOW!
@NEWJERSEYEDA



SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES

CREATING LOCAL JOBS

CARING FOR NJ COMMUNITIES

communityoffshorewind.com





PLEASE CLICK OR TAP TO BE DIRECTED TO LINK

http://bit.ly/NOMOREPVSC


ICC’s 55th 
Anniversary Celebration

THANK YOU!


