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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO,
HAZEL APPLEWHITE

Welcome to our 56th Annual Changemakers Cocktail Gala, Newark Rising.

Tonight we celebrate what's possible when a community refuses to accept the status quo. For
56 years, the Ironbound Community Corporation has stood with Newark residents who demand
better. Not just hope for better, but actively build it, block by block, family by family.

We started with a simple belief: Give people the tools they need, and they'll transform their own
neighborhoods. Today, that belief powers everything we do, from our early childhood programs
where kids get their first taste of possibility, to our youth leadership initiatives that turn teenagers
into advocates, to our organizing efforts that put political power back where it belongs: in the
hands of the people who live here.

The environmental justice fight is personal for us. Too many Ironbound families have breathed
polluted air for too many years. Too many children have played in the shadow of industrial
facilities that treat our neighborhood like a dumping ground. We're changing that narrative
through relentless advocacy, smart coalitions, and residents who refuse to back down. Clean air
isn't a luxury; it's a right.

Our social justice work tackles the everyday struggles that keep families from thriving. We fight
for affordable housing because no one should choose between rent and medicine. We defend
immigrant rights because Newark's strength comes from its diversity. \We push for economic
opportunities because a paycheck should cover more than just survival. This isn't abstract policy
work; it's about real people with real needs.

"Newark Rising" isn't just a catchy theme. It's what we see happening every day. This city is
transforming, and not in the way that pushes people out. \We're talking about the kind of change
that lifts everyone up together. The kind where longtime residents benefit from new investments,
where immigrants find genuine welcome, where young people see a future worth staying for.

Your support makes this work possible. Every donation, every volunteer hour, every voice raised
in solidarity, it all adds up to something powerful. Together, we're not just watching Newark rise.
We're the ones doing the lifting.

We express our deepest appreciation to our exceptional MC, Richard Cammarieri, for bringing
heart and purpose to tonight’s celebration, and to our inspiring keynote speaker, Dr. Brittney
Cooper, for challenging us to imagine boldly and to act with conviction.

To our honorees, your example reminds us that true leadership is driven by compassion and
courage. To our sponsors and partners, your continued support strengthens our mission. And to
all our guests, thank you for your presence, your faith in our work, and your commitment to the
Ironbound community’s spirit and strength.

With gratitude and determination,
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Chief Executive Officer
Ironbound Community Corporation















































































